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January 17, 2017; 8:55 PM 
 
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 

On Tuesday, January 17, 2017, at approximately 5:20 PM, a phone call was received by the 

Franklin County Central Dispatch Center indicating an “[expletive] terrorist” event against Sesser-Valier 

School.  School officials and law enforcement officers immediately acted to evacuate the main school 

building until more information regarding the alleged threat could be obtained.  The Sesser Police 

Department, in conjunction with the Illinois Secretary of State Police and the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation  acted quickly to: 1) discuss actions to address the threat; 2) conduct a canine “sweep” of 

the school facility; and 3) investigate the origin of the threat.  At approximately 7:30 PM, an out-of-state 

resident (whose name will not be released at this time) was identified as a person of interest in the 

current investigation.  Law enforcement officials believe that the current person-of-interest is, in fact, 

the same, out-of-state person who allegedly committed a similar offense against the Sesser-Valier 

school community on February 21, 2016.  Both school and law enforcement officials do not believe that 

the threat is credible.  As a result, school will be held on Wednesday, January 18, 2017, as scheduled. 

 

However, in the interest of the safety of the school community, Illinois Secretary of State 

investigators, along with their trained K-9s and a team of school staff members, are conducting  a 

thorough sweep of the school facility tonight.  In addition and out of an abundance of caution, 

uniformed police officers will be present in/around school grounds on Wednesday, January 18th, to 

protect our tight-knit school community.  In the event that any situation develops through the night that 

causes me even the smallest concern, I will announce any change to the school schedule for Wednesday 

by 5:30 AM tomorrow. 
 
District officials routinely work with law enforcement officials to help ensure the safety of our 

students and employees and will cooperate as requested in this investigation.  Further, district 
personnel regularly review the district’s emergency plan with law enforcement personnel, seeking their 
input on improvements and current best practices. 
 
  



Special Notice to Parents  January 17, 2017 

Page 2 of 2 

 

What We Know 
 

1. A phone-based “terrorist” threat to the Sesser-Valier school was received at approximately 5:20 
PM on Tuesday, January 17, 2017. 

2. The issue was addressed immediately and a coordinated response plan was established. 
3. An out-of-state person-of-interest with a suspected history of mental illness has been identified. 
4. No student or adult has reported harm or injury as a result of this problem. 
5. No unusual or suspicious items or weapons have been found in the building.  However, Illinois 

Secretary of State Police Canine Units will conduct a precautionary sweep of the building during 
the night. 

6. Unless otherwise announced tomorrow morning, school will be held on Wednesday, January 
18, 2017, on its regular schedule.  Local law enforcement officials will be present to a) help 
ensure the safety of our school community; and b) help calm understandable apprehension of 
both children and adults. 

7. A joint school official/law enforcement press conference will be held at 9:30 PM tonight. 
8. Please help us join together to fight this offense against our tight-kint school community by 

wearing maroon, school-spirit-wear on Wednesday and post your photos on Facebook and 
Twitter using the hashtag “#maroonstrong.”  Please use this opportunity to assure your children 
of their safety at school. 

9. Please help us thank our law enforcement officers and Sesser city officials for their quick, 
effective action that allows us to feel safe and secure. 

 
We value the confidence that you place in us to provide your child’s education and, in so doing, 

care for your child.  We trust that our handling of this matter only serves to strengthen our relationship.  
Thank you for your understanding.  If you have additional questions, please don’t hesitate to contact 
Judy Logsdon, Elementary/Junior High School Principal, at Ext. 111; Natalie Page, High School Principal, 
at Ext. 122; or me at Ext. 105. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jason D. Henry 
District Superintendent 
 


